
 
 

Dear Campus Community, 
 
Earlier this week, I shared a new COVID-19 dashboard – a more comprehensive, daily look at 

the status of our campus in working to keep our community healthy and safe. You can view that 

dashboard here. 
 
Today, I want to provide you with some early details of additional tools we will use as part of 

this community effort: 

• This week we began wastewater testing on our campus, starting with selected 

residence halls. Research has emerged suggesting that wastewater testing may be an 

additional, effective tool to identify early signs of exposure to viruses. Following the 

latest research has been a fundamental foundation to our restart plans from the very 

beginning. In short, the virus can be detectable in wastewater or sewage. As a result, 

detection of increasing levels in wastewater could be an early indicator of an outbreak or 

increased prevalence.  
• We are starting the testing in Ingels Hall, which is one of our isolation facilities, at the 

recommendation of our START team. That will give us a control group against which to 

compare subsequent testing in other residence halls. This effort will be a phased 

approach, as it represents one more tool in our toolkit around prevention and mitigation 

of virus spread. 
• We are going to maintain for the rest of this semester an outdoor testing site for 

students. This site is located on campus and operated by our partner, Wild Health, which 

conducted our baseline and recent re-testing efforts. This site, located outside The 90 on 

the lawn near William T. Young Library, will be available for students who are 

asymptomatic, but who would like a test.  
o The site will operate seven days a week from, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
o If students are symptomatic, they should not utilize this testing site. Instead, 

they should immediately contact University Health Service at (859) 323-

2778.  
o On days when there is inclement weather, the site will move inside The 90. 
o Asymptomatic students can register for a test here. 

• Employees may continue to be tested at our community testing sites, located in the 

new parking lot on College Way near the UK motor pool on the far southern edge of 

campus and on the grounds of Eastern State Hospital, which UK operates and manages 

for the state. The hospital is located off of Newtown Pike near the I-64/75 interstate 

exchange. Eastern State is located at UK’s Coldstream Research Campus. To receive a 
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free COVID-19 test, an individual can register at: https://lexington.wildhealth.com. 

Testing will take place from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., seven days a week. 

Even though we already have had challenges, and I know we will continue to confront many this 

semester, I remain gratified by the way our community has come together. In a collective and 

collaborative effort, we are continuing our work and our mission, all guided by a commitment to 

do what is necessary to keep each other safe and healthy. 
 
We have on our side a world-class academic medical center and a team of leading medical and 

public health experts who have, from the beginning, guided our efforts. Just today, two of our 

START team experts discussed our comprehensive approach to keeping campus safe. View that 

discussion here. 
 
Always, our actions will be informed by data, science and the best available health information 

we can gather. And, we will remain focused on the most important factors that we are examining 

every day: 

• Supply of PPE. 
• The number of critical care beds in UK HealthCare to serve both campus and community. 
• Positivity rates. 
• The capacity for daily screening and ongoing contact tracing. 
• The capacity for isolation and quarantining. 
• The ability to provide a robust residential experience on our campus. 
• Guidance from local, state and federal health and public policy officials. 

This virus is invisible, but we have multiple tools to keep our campus safe. We must be nimble 

and adaptable, too. I believe we are, and we are demonstrating that every day. 
 
Thank you for your flexibility and gracious sense of commitment to our mission as a community. 
 
Eli Capilouto 
President 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.lifecycle.uky.edu%2F%3Fqs%3D6de171445eb48c01c2e47e1906e4d1dd848a3a7e41313c444a676a729ec917d79b6aa2cbab3f210b8e516f4d2a5e7070&data=02%7C01%7Csallywoodson%40uky.edu%7C989d3ea5cdcb4326192208d850404aba%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C637347584342414945&sdata=IZL3JV2LGBvbfYjixJoXzVhH7YE6%2BllU%2FSgw2mFw5YI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.lifecycle.uky.edu%2F%3Fqs%3D6de171445eb48c018c7004f32ccd5726ec20b906d049807f84b54e6bbcb9692f32213677b9d1b5c2ccad0667581525b7&data=02%7C01%7Csallywoodson%40uky.edu%7C989d3ea5cdcb4326192208d850404aba%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C637347584342414945&sdata=dKBp6mwIj6QTCrA7DnM87uxH4VNdxF9Cril0mMNfo9M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.lifecycle.uky.edu%2F%3Fqs%3D6de171445eb48c018c7004f32ccd5726ec20b906d049807f84b54e6bbcb9692f32213677b9d1b5c2ccad0667581525b7&data=02%7C01%7Csallywoodson%40uky.edu%7C989d3ea5cdcb4326192208d850404aba%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C637347584342414945&sdata=dKBp6mwIj6QTCrA7DnM87uxH4VNdxF9Cril0mMNfo9M%3D&reserved=0

